All items were scored as "Yes (2)", "Partial (1)", "No (0)", "N/A=Not Applicable". The quality checklist comprises the following items: 1. Question/objective sufficiently described; 2. Study design evident and appropriate; 3.
Method of subject/comparison group selection of information/input variables described and appropriate; 4.
Subject (and comparison group, if applicable) characteristics sufficiently described; 5. If interventional and random allocation was possible, was it described; 6.If interventional and blinding of investigators was possible, was it reported; 7. If interventional and blinding of subjects was possible, was it reported; 8. 
